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New Face

As part of the joint efforts by Ritsumeikan
University ("RITS") Faculty of Law and the
American University Washington College of Law
("WCL") to promote the exchange of legal schol-
arship between the United States and Japan, the
two schools initiated a plan to recruit a new law
graduate for the RITS Faculty of Law. | was rec-
ommended for a lecturer position as a law student
by my professor and WCL Law Clinic Director,
Professor Elliott Milstein. | was honored and
delighted when the distinguished Law Faculty
offered me the position to build a bridge between
the two schools and to teach RITS students a
range of legal topics like U.S. Constitutional law,
Anglo-American legal institutions, and English
legal reading and discussion. After completing
one semester at RITS, | am happy to share my
thoughts about RITS with you.

(1) Ritsumeikan University Offers Numerous

Opportunities to Learn Comparative Law

In my view, RITS offers many unique resources
to learn law from a comparative perspective. My
interest in Japanese law and society developed
after | took a university class on the development
of modern Japan. While my knowledge of Japan
was limited to the class and the expanding cultur-
al influences of manga, anime, and sushi in the
United States, | harbored a desire to come to
Japan and experience it myself. Teaching law in
Japan is an experience | will never forget. There
is perhaps no better city than Kyoto to learn first-
hand about the complexities of the Japanese lan-
guage, its customs, and its laws. My family and |
enjoyed visiting the temples and shrines (e.g.,
Ryoanji and Kinkakuiji) located near the Kinugasa
campus. My understanding of Japanese history
and human rights law was enhanced by a visit to
Ritsumeikan University's Kyoto Museum for
World Peace, the first museum established by a

Recollections from a First Semester at

Ritsumeikan University

gUoduoooudd  Alpert TING

Japanese university to learn about the tragic
effects of war. At the museum, | learned about
the university's own role during the war and the
university's noble attempts to learn from the past
and promote the dual aims of freedom and
democracy.

The current work of RITS Faculty of Law schol-
ars promotes these two aims, as well as the rule of
law. Given the many opportunities for faculty and
students to collaborate on legal projects and learn-
ing, it is no surprise that such a wide range of
Japanese and international academics make RITS
their destination. In my first few months at RITS,
I have the clear impression that RITS' legal com-
munity is working hard to develop the Japanese
law school system and to enhance legal education
not only at Ritsumeikan, but all over Japan. | met
many legal colleagues who are renowned in their
respective areas of constitutional law, administra-
tive law, civil procedure, international human
rights, business law, and so forth. | also had the
privilege to meet prominent visiting scholars from
all over the world, like the former Judge of the
European Court of Human Rights, Dr.Georg
Ress.

(2) My Thoughts on Teaching Law in Japan

My primary responsibility as a Lecturer in the
Faculty of Law is teaching undergraduate and
graduate students in English. At the beginning of

No. 440 2006. O [0



the semester, language was the main obstacle. |
found some Japanese students hesitant to speak
English in class. Through the translation help of
my teaching assistants and the use of in-class
debate sessions, group games, and small discus-
sions, | found that students increasingly overcame
their initial embarrassment over using a non-
native tongue. While 1 still struggle to improve my
Japanese, my students make valiant efforts at
improving their English skills. 1 also noticed that
there is a strong interest among my students for
learning about foreign laws, and American law in
particular. They struck me as being highly moti-
vated to learn about law from the American per-
spective. Many of them share my view that law is
a mechanism for challenging social, political, and
economic injustice.

My approach to teaching is taken not just from
my experiences in the U.S. but also from my RITS
peers. | observe that professors in the Faculty of
Law integrate history and other social sciences
with the law to emphasize their interrelatedness,
so that students are studying law while they are
reading literature that relates to the law. In my
view, professors are more willing to cross discipli-
nary boundaries than many law professors in the
United States. This has powerful implications for
the student body. In an informal survey of my
undergraduate law students, | found that my stu-
dents have interests ranging from political science
to international law, international business, histo-
ry, linguistics, and even poverty. Since teachers
are willing to cross disciplinary boundaries, learn-
ing at RITS is multidisciplinary and integrated.
Similarly, 1 want my students to leave my classes
with a better understanding of the historical and
contemporary context of current legal debates in
the U.S. American Constitutional law and the
legal system are messy and complicated, and |
supplement classroom discussions with legal his-
tory to present the bright sides and dark sides.
My hope is that students will take away a multidis-
ciplinary and well-rounded education that will
assist them in their future endeavors.

(3) My Current Research and Academic Support
Network
My research at Ritsumeikan focuses on

American and Japanese constitutional and human
rights law in a comparative perspective. | am par-
ticularly interested in how immigration laws and
policies shape and reflect national identity and citi-
zenship, especially in the U.S. and Japan. As a law
student at WCL, | counseled a political asylum
applicant who arrived in Washington, D.C. from
the African nation of Cameroon. In the process, |
learned about complex and difficult issues relating
to domestic U.S. refugee law and the immigration
court system. | gained further knowledge about
the international human rights regime while
preparing to lodge a petition with the Inter-
American Commissioner for Human Rights locat-
ed in downtown D.C. and interning at the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in
Hong Kong. This month, | plan to attend a confer-
ence sponsored by the American Immigration
Lawyers Association in Chicago, Illinois and visit
colleagues at the University of California at Los
Angeles School of Law.

I am also readily available to offer English lan-
guage and other academic support to the faculty,
and | look forward to making myself ever more
useful in the near future! | assisted professors
with editing their respective journal articles and
have enjoyed discussing their articles with them.
Professor Masahisa Deguchi, who coordinates
the annual International Symposium of
Procedural Law, kindly recruited me to assist him
with hosting visiting scholars. This is a great
opportunity to learn about civil procedure in a
number of different countries.

(4) Concluding Thoughts

Teaching, researching, and collaborating with
the community at RITS is enlivening, and | am
optimistic about building stronger ties between
the legal communities in the U.S. and Japan.
There is no short supply of camaraderie between
the students, faculty, and staff at the law faculty of
Ritsumeikan University. As each day ends with a
friendly gesture from my peers, | bid you in my
very humble Japanese, "Otsukare-sama-desu’!
Note: | thank my wonderful teaching assistants,
Michiko Okada and Yusaku Ippongi, and the fac-
ulty and staff of the Faculty of Law for helping me
adjust to life in Japan.
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