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Guest
Professor

It was for me a great honour and a very inter-
esting adventure to be appointed as visiting
professor at the law faculty of the Ritsumeikan
University in Kyoto. The Ritsumeikan Univer-
sity is as private university well-known in Japan
and abroad and it has a very good reputation. It
was my opportunity to visit this university and
to teach there International Procedural Law
and European Procedural Law. The main prob-
lem of lecturing in Japan is of course the lan-
guage problem. We as visiting professors don't
know the Japanese language and our col-
leagues and students have very big difficulties
to understand, to speak or to write a foreign
language. The lingua franca is an unknown
common language in Japan. This could be of
course the German language since in proce-
dural law the German code has been the basic
code during one century. I will try to tell some
impressions of my stay at the Ritsumeikan Uni-
versity and of my life in the beautiful imperial
city of Kyoto.

The students of mine where extremely
friendly and very polite in the way we don't

D (remfEE 39 - 40 A 0513 ) Bz B
s Ths), RAGLFHHERTIIH DA
R a2 #b o7, 20T 1960 £EDOHF
M ENERE R AR ZESZRREL LT
DEBEE ., BHATOHKRELOZLTH
5o FHINFAEDFEEOIRIL EHFLD TREN
TWh,

(B2 - RTRY WEEFE)

A spring of hope for Japanese lawyers

Marcel Storme

know anymore in the west. They put for-
ward some very interesting and intelligent
questions and we could have good discus-
sions thanks to the excellent cooperation of
Mrs. Miyako Ikuta who translated into Japa-
nese our English and their Japanese into
English in order to make this discussion
and debates possible.

In the field of the law Japan could play an
extremely important role, especially in the
field of Civil Procedural Law. There is in-
deed in their legislation the influence of
Europe (German ZPO) of the United States
of America (after World War II) and also the
influence of the original Japanese legal
culture and of the Asian legal culture com-
ing from China and Korea. This blend
could be subject of an interesting scientific
study.

Being in residence in Kyoto gave us many
opportunities to follow the daily life in the
country, in the city and in the university. I
had the honour and the privilege to appear
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in the council meetings of the law faculty
and of the law school.

My experience of lecturing in Japan (in
Chuo in 2000 and in Kyoto in 2004) leads
me to the conclusion that a regular course
with a permanent group of students the
best method is of a lecturing comparative
law.

I had also different meetings with foreign
colleagues coming from Germany, from the
United States of America and also with
many Japanese colleagues who are excel-
lent scholars in the field of Civil Procedural
Law. As for instance Prof. Taniguchi from
Kyoto University and now working and liv-
ing in Tokyo and from Prof. Ishikawa from
Keio University. It is very important to ex-
change vivid experiences between col-
leagues working in the same legal field.

At the Ritsumeikan University there is also
a World Peace Memorial where different
important documents of the prewar, the
war and the postwar where exhibited. It is
not only a good meeting place to learn the

history of the country but also an excellent
exhibition to remind people what happened
during these awful years.

It is clear that the big country of Japan
needs a lot of good lawyers. The practising
lawyers are in a very limited number and
there is a tendency towards a multiplication
of Law Schools in Japan in order to educate
many many lawyers for the future. I had the
opportunity to participate at the opening
session of the new Law School in Kyoto at
Ritsumeikan University. It was an utmost
interesting experience to be there at the
very start of this new Law School.

In the multicultural world, which became
ours is Japan probably one of the only re-
maining nation-States. It is very probable
that this will not continue in the near future
and that the globalization will also influence
the life of the Japanese Community.

Marcel Storme, President of International As-

sociation for Procedure Law, Professor

Emeritus of Ghent University

21 may 2004

R EREIY Az

RS REREEVISERER . SRR, REGE. WOEBEE U ER R
R, AH2 5, Prof. Westfall (Harvard), Prof. Storme & Mrs.Storme (Gehnt), Prof. Gottwald
(Regensburg)
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Professor

I was very honored to be invited as a visit-
ing professor by the Law Faculty of
Ritsumeikan University and it was a great
pleasure to me to stay in Kyoto in April and
May of this year. As I already had an oppor-
tunity to come to Ritsumeikan University as
a price holder of the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science back in 1999, this visit
was not a first meeting, but a happy re-ac-
quaintance with many friends in their Japa-
nese native country, and in particular with
Professor Masahisa Deguchi, Professor
Hajime Sakai, Professor Satoshi Watanabe
and their families.

I could observe with great pleasure that
all my legal colleagues were highly engaged
in promoting the new Law School-system,
not only at Ritsumeikan University but also
at all other respective universities. I hope
and wish that the efforts of my Japanese col-
leagues would be honored by great success
in the years to come. The chance to partici-
pate in the official ceremony for the opening
of the Law School of Ritsumeikan Univer-
sity, and a visit of the new remarkable and
well-equipped building of the Law School
were wonderful experiences for me.

My lectures on Comparative Civil Proce-
dure and European Civil Procedure (which
will be published soon in Ritsumeikan Law
Review) were altogether scheduled full-
time on Saturday and Sunday. I was there-
fore very surprised and impressed by how
many students and interested colleagues at-

tended my lectures and listened to my ex-

As Visiting Professor at

Ritsumeikan University

Peter Gottwald

planations of rather difficult questions of
transnational litigation. It is evident that
students in Germany or in other European
states would come for an entire day during a
weekend to listen to lectures in a foreign
language with such patience and such a
great engagement. A further seminary lec-
ture on “the current status of transnational
civil procedure” gave me the opportunity of
a meeting with further colleagues from the
Kansai region, and to my great pleasure Pro-
fessor Marcel Storme, president of the In-
ternational Association of Procedural Law,
also attended.

During the week I had much time to use
Ritsumeikan University’s major collection of
foreign legal publications in the field of pro-
cedural and comparative law. Contrary to
our situation in Germany I got the impres-
sion that the preservation of this collection
is not, at least not yet threatened by budget
cuts.

Throughout most of my stay, [ was able to
enjoy a pleasant sunny spring, visiting a
great number of magnificent temples and
shrines in Kyoto and in the neighborhood.
Some of them I would meet again in the fes-
tive garb of cherry blossoms, others, like the
Horyuji near Nara I could visit for first time.
During April (when there were school holi-
days) my family could be with me and enjoy
for instance Ninnaji and “philosopher’s lane”
full of cherry blossoms. The whole family
enjoyed very much Japanese friendliness
and great hospitality. My little son (of two
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and a half years) was highly impressed by
this journey that he would like to go for
swimming during the summer holidays also
to Japan.

During my stay, the idea of Professor
Masahisa Deguchi to organize an Interna-
tional Symposium of Procedural Law at
Ritsumeikan University (in co-operation

Media

Coverage

with International Association of Procedural
Law) in 2008 took more of a concrete shape.
I would be very happy if this congress could
be acknowledged, providing me again with
the opportunity to enjoy Japanese culture.

Professor Dr. Peter Gottwald,

Regensburg, Germany
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