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Abstract

The aim of this study was to examine the nature of discrepancy present between (a) the responses
expected of adults by children who disclose interpersonal difficulties to the former, and (b) the
responses the adults actually tend to give to the children. To elicit (a) and (b), excerpts from primary
school children’s diaries were used. Fifth- and sixth-graders were asked to write down an imaginary
teacher’s response they would feel most convinced with. Adults were asked to write down a response as
if they were a teacher. The results showed that while children tended to expect adults to show
judgment about the situation and to give advice based on that judgment, the adults frequently avoided
judgment and not infrequently defended on no firm grounds the individual/s who was/were causing the
children problems. The adults’ responses tended to consist of advice which failed to reflect the correct
analysis of the problem and frequently superficial empathy. As a child’s development in judgment
depends on everyday exposure to adults’ judgments, the adults’ tendency to avoid judgment provides a
clear source of concern.
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