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Regularization of the Squattered Land and the Women’s Leadership:
A Case of Trinidad-Tobago

by
Nobukiyo EGUCHI

The author aims to argue the squatters are the very developer of the land unused and to analyze the women'’s
role for the regularization of their lands and development of their communities, being based upon two different
squatters’ cases in Trinidad: one developed on the marginal land of the capital (Port-of-Spain), which has been
squatted irregularly and referred as slum, and the other developed on the fringe of rural town (Arouca), which
has been formed relatively orderly. Squatting both on government lands and private lands have been unsolved
sociopolitical issues in Trinidad-and-Tobago since the emancipation of slaves in 1838. In 1998 the act for the
regularization of squatted lands was passed. Women have played quite important role to lead the squatters for
the regularization and to develop their communities. Both cases show the lands unused were developed by the
residents themselves, although the one located on the fringe of rural town was firstly developed by an informal
distribution system, “bobor”.

Among the poor Afro-Caribbean households matrifocal families have been dominant, while men usually
contribute little for their households. Mainly women rear their children, doing housework and working outside.
This tendency has been traditional. These two factors must be why women have been playing leading role for
the regularization of their squatting lands and development of their communities in Trinidad. Moreover,
femaleness which bear children and raise must be the third reason. They bear communities of the squatters
and lead the development of those communities. After the communities are regularized and developed at

certain stage, they quit as leaders and, in turn, men start to play the leadership roles.
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