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The Regional Characteristics Prior to the Establishment of “Katsuo no Kuni (Land of Skipjack)”

at Kure in Kochi Prefecture, Japan: The Consideration of Regional Promotion Measures

by
Norifumi KAWAHARA

This paper takes the example of Kure at Nakatosa-cho in Kochi Prefecture, which has succeeded in the local
promotion of “Katsuo no Kuni (Land of Skipjack)” centered on skipjack pole-and-line fishing, and reviews the
key local industries prior to the implementation of this plan.

In 1992, Nakatosa-cho adopted a local promotion policy on the theme of Kastuo (skipjacks). Then, in 1994, the
town opened a guest house in called “Kuroshio Honjin” and places where people could try skipjack cookery.
Before World War 11, however, Kure had developed as a trading center for wood products.

In 1910, the rice paddies at lya area in southwestern Kure were converted into lumberyards under the
jurisdiction of the Noshomu-sho (Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce (before World War I1)). Lumber and
charcoal were transported from national forest worksites to lya area. They were transported from there a
trolley line that had been laid to the seashore, and transferred to cargo boats. A look at the types of business in
Kure at that time reveals that the most common were those related to lumber and charcoal, followed by
marine products, rice, dry goods, and inns.

In the 1970s, the flourishing skipjack pole-and-line fishing industry and development around the fishing
harbor brought changes to the residential areas of Kure. The saturation of the old town and development of
Minamishinkai at northwestern Kure also produced changes in the fishermen’s residential areas. The owners
of skipjack pole-and-line fishing boats began to move to newly reclaimed are land.

In selecting and implementing regional promotion policies, it is desirable that the history and culture that

has been cultivated in the region not be overlooked.
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