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Judgments of Relational Similarity by 4-year-olds
—The Effect of Same-Dimensional Comparison on Cross-Dimensional Comparison—

Yuji Hoshino

Two experiments investigated 4-year-olds’ ability to recognize perceptual relational
commonalities. They were asked to select one from two alternatives on the basis of relational
similarity (symmetry or monotonicity). Geometric figures were used in Experiment 1, and
animations were used in Experiment 2. Their performances on higher-order relational
similarity between different dimensions (size and saturation) were ameliorated by the
experience in recognizing relational similarities with regard to each dimension in Experiment
1, but were not improved in Experiment 2. 4-year-olds’ strategies for comparing higher-order

relations were discussed.
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1872 X5 2 COEBXITRAHICH T 2 EERHORTIER
AT HiH T HE S B 0 i B
1 R I I
2 [y ATV 1 +H
3 KILH EHE KR&EE W 4
4 KITH M K& W I
5 RILHN EAE K& MW H
6 KILH M K& Vi
7 KITHN BRI f gy i
8 RITH M il RN 4
9 RILH M il HLEH H
10 KITH =y il H s
11 A ) i
12 KL EAE K& MW Vs
13 Yol M R&EE N i
14 RICH B 1 xR £
15 KILH =y o Xt I
16 Rt =] KES HH H
17 KT EhE  KR&s g Vit
18 KICH M foy HH &
19 K Ik o HH Vi
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