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The Role of Pictures in Picture Books for Children
—Data Analysis of Story Making Using a Picture Book “My First Errand”—

Yukiko Nishikawa

The objective of this study was to examine what kind of interest children have in pictures
in picture books. A task was given to 57 children (ages 3, 4, and 5) to create a story while
looking at the pictures in a picture book with the text covered. The results showed that older
children made stories in sequence, and many of the 3-year-old male children made comments
on other pictures in the book, which were not necessarily referring to the storyline. Such
reaction was less obvious in groups of older children. The same task was assigned to 108
junior college students. Some of them incorporated their inspiration about the pictures, which
were not directly related to the storyline, into the storyline they created. This suggested that
as children developed their story schema skills and began to create stories on their own, they
developed their ability to integrate the episodes about these pictures, which were not really
relevant to the story line, into the context of the story they created. It also indicated that
pictures in picture books do not serve only to facilitate the understanding of the storyline but
that enjoyment of picture books is looking at all the pictures whether or not they depict the
scenes of the story. Therefore, even after children begin to learn reading the text, they want
picture books to be read to them. It is very important for children to have someone read

picture books to them in order to fully enjoy all of the pictures in a picture book.
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