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Casting Doubt on Visual Illusion

Akiyoshi Kitaoka

abstract
Visual illusion refers to misperception of an object and has been studied in psychology of perception since the
middle of the nineteenth century. In the past two decades, research activity of visual illusion has rapidly
increased due to the development and refinement of PCs, printers, and Internet. In this article, I would like to
raise an unnoticed but essential question: “Does visual illusion really exist?” The answer would not always be
“yes”, because visual illusion reflects a variety of viewpoints. Moreover, I would like to make another question:
“Is visual illusion a phenomenon of perception?” The answer would not necessarily be “yes”, either, because

visual illusion depends on the knowledge of what the object really is.
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