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Casting Doubt on Common Factors That Define Attractiveness
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abstract

Common sense plays an important role in making our daily life go on smoothly. However, in some cases it
acts as an obstacle when we try to make new ideas or improve previous methods. This paper aims to show the
importance of doubting common sense by considering whether or not it is an eternal truth and how it inhibits
us from creating new ideas. The first example considered is the golden ratio, traditionally known as a factor
that defines beauty. It is shown that the golden ratio has been derived from inappropriate methods and that it
is not a ratio that offers the definition of supreme beauty. As the second example, facial attractiveness is
discussed by taking into consideration the findings of previous researches concerning the influence of
symmetry, average nature, and sex hormones. The factors that define attractiveness seem to be very
appropriate in the light of common sense. However, once we cast doubt on such factors many problems are

revealed, and this in turn becomes the driving force behind the search for more appropriate factors.
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