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Some Problems about Characters of Buddhist Temples Charging Admission Fee on Visitors

in Kyoto and their Historical Background

by

Ken’ichi Fujimura

Most tourists coming to Kyoto visit famous large Buddhist temples like Kiyomizu-dera and Kinkaku-ji.
Most of these temples charge visitors, almost all of them is tourists, for admission fee. Therefore these temples
are often called ‘tourist temples’. Modern Kyoto developed as tourist city, and system of charging admission fee
on visitors to temples established. These temples have characters as tourist sites, religious spaces and cultural
heritages (cultural properties). These characters are potentially opposed to each other. In Postwar Kyoto, city
government intended to impose a tax on visitors to these temples because the government regarded these
visitors, not as prayers, but as tourists or sightseers of cultural properties. Most temples charging admission fee
on visitors were against the taxation because they regarded visitors as prayers. Some of these temples against
taxation, including Kiyomizu-dera and Kinkaku-ji, closed their gates. Tourism in Kyoto was so confused that
city government had to give up the taxation. We can recognize this incident as an appearance of conflict
between characters of these temples. A character of Buddhist temples as religious spaces tends to make
conflicts with characters as tourist sites and cultural heritages (cultural properties). In order to avoid these
conflicts, priests have to create some Buddhist doctrines to explain and legitimate that Buddhist temples also

can be tourist sites and cultural heritages (cultural properties).
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