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About Shijo Otabisho in the Gion Matsuri Festival

by
Ken’ichi Honda

The Gion Matsuri is not only a major urban festival in Kyoto but also an important aspect of the cultural
history of festivals in Japan. In this article I consider the transition of the Gion Matsuri from the end of the
Middle Ages to the early modern period (16th—18th century). In particular, the reason why the Otabisho, a
facility that served as a resting point for the Mikoshi (portable shrine), was moved/unified to Shijo-Teramachi is
elucidated. Also, the changes that festive events experienced due to the abovementioned movement/unification
are considered.

It is pointed out that the ritual of offering Awameshi (millet rice), that had been celebrated on June 14
since the 13th century, held much importance. It is likely that the Otabisho was moved/unified in order to
celebrate this ritual, although it subsequently disappeared around the late 17th and early 18th century.
Meanwhile, after the movement/unification of the Otabisho, the Mikoshi ritual that had been celebrated in
Shijo-Higashinotoin on June 7 changed its venue and was celebrated in Shijo-Teramachi.

The above analysis sheds light on the changes that festive events experienced as a result of the movement/
unification of the Otabisho, and also reveals aspects of the hidden reality of the Gion Matsuri in the Middle

Ages.
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