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The Geographical Base of the “Entertainment District” in Postwar Kyoto:
The Transformation of the Kagai

by
Masahiro Kato

Although much research has been devoted to the spatial differentiation of urban functions, especially from
the viewpoint of urban geography, “entertainment districts” — that possess more “urban-like” vigor compared to
other functional spaces— have oddly received less attention. In this article I define what commercial districts
commonly known as “entertainment districts” actually are by utilizing classical observations of commercial
geography, and consider the geographical bases on which those districts were established in cities in postwar
Japan.

Based on Sugimura(1968)’s contention that the busiest areas in cities can be divided into central shopping
districts and restaurant/entertainment districts, this article defines an entertainment district as a place where
there is a high concentration of entertainment and amusement businesses. Furthermore, this article considers
the geographical base, i.e. the geographical-historical conditions concerning the location, of the establishment of
the entertainment district in postwar Kyoto. The results are as follows. First, entertainment districts are
established in places that have a back-street-like spatiality. Second, entertainment districts are established on

geographical bases of traditional Kagai.
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