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Changes to the Industrial Structure of Kyoto, Japan in the Early Modern Period:
Constructing a GIS Database of Topographic Documents and Guides

by
Akihiro Tsukamoto

This research examines how the industrial structure of Kyoto changed between 1680 and 1860. Previous
studies have produced written documents containing some of historic records and industrial maps of parts of
Kyoto, Japan. Yet there has been no attempt to create a comprehensive digital database of all the records and
topographic surveys of Kyoto covering the 180 year period of this study. Part of an ongoing project has archived
the records of famous professionals, including merchants, craftsmen, and artists in Kyoto. There are written
documents containing such records dating back as far as 1680. The project has so far archived (by digitizing
images and texts) more than seven thousand records. Using this database, the present study examined how the
industrial structure of Kyoto changed between 1680 and 1860. Specifically, the study examined changes in the
locations of business related to consumer goods (e.g., clothes, musical instruments, and pharmaceuticals) and
artists. Dividing the records into 30-year periods, I created a time-series map plotting the geographical locations
of the professionals. The results demonstrated that while business locations were initially scattered around
Kyoto, they shifted over the course of the studied time period towards the southern part of the city, where there
is a large river used for shipping. This suggests that the professionals gravitated towards a place where they
could work together and increase productivity. The results also demonstrated that the number of artists based

in the northern part of Kyoto increased in the early time.
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