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Locational Tendency of the Hotel Industry
in the U.S. Military Airbase-centered City of Koza, Okinawa

by
Masahiro Kato

This paper aims to clarify the spatial organization unique to military base-centered cities through
reconstructing industrial locations that reflect the so-called “military base-economy” in Koza (present-day
Okinawa City), which is a typical example of a military base-centered city in postwar Okinawa. Specifically, it
reconstructs the locations of hotels (as of August 1970) that developed in the city area during the Vietnam
War.

The basic sources used in this paper are the Basic Survey of Businesses (Koza, seven vols.) and the Report
of the Basic Survey of Businesses (Koza, seven vols.), both now kept at the Okinawa Prefectural Archive. These
sources show the locations, owners, dates of establishment and customers of businesses included in the survey.
The “customers” section is divided into three categories (“Okinawa”, “tourists” and “foreigners”), which enables
us to determine the percentage of foreign customers. Since most foreign customers in this period were military
personnel/civilians employed by the military and their families, this data can be used to show the locations of
hotels that U.S. military personnel stayed at.

The results of the analysis show that agglomeration of hotel businesses tended to occur in newly opened
areas around the entertainment district. It is also shown that significant agglomeration in Teruya “Black Town”

occurred according to racial-spatial differentiation, that is the segregation of white people and black people.
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