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Traveling to Kyoto in the Mid-Meiji Era: From Yosano Akiko’s Records

by

Naomi Kawasumi

This paper considers the situation of traveling to Kyoto in the mid-Meiji era by analyzing modern-age poet
Yosano Akiko’s brief account of her trip to Kyoto with her mother and sister in 1894 (27th year of Meiji).

More specifically, this paper uses Yosano’s account to provide a map which indicates her three-day itinerary
and the places about which she made detailed remarks. As a result, it is shown that Yosano and her companions
hired a rickshaw (jinrikisha) for three days and mainly visited temples/shrines located at the foothills of
mountains; in the central city area, they only visited Kabuki Renjyo, Kyoto Gyoen and Kyogoku Theater. The
numbers of temples/shrines they visited were: three on the first day, twelve on the second day and four on the
third day. The places they visited were concentrated around the Higashiyama area, which shows a similarity to
trips to Kyoto in the early modern era. However, Yosano’s trip to Kyoto considered in this paper is but a single
example in the mid-Meiji era, and a further accumulation of examples is necessary.

The place which Yosano described in detail and which probably impressed her the most was Arashiyama.
She made very few remarks on the numerous shrines/temples she visited. One also finds some descriptions that
show an awareness of the difference between the city and countryside, and from these descriptions the village
landscape of places west of Horikawa-dori, such as the Arashiyama area, before they were urbanized can be
understood in detail. After marrying Tekkan, it is said that Yosano Akiko went on around 170 trips in order to

make a living. Further consideration of Akiko’s journeys from a literary perspective is required.
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