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Sustainability of Agriculture and

Rural Areas Focusing on Cultivation Abandonment: An Analysis

by
Yukio Teratoko

This study examines the relationship between the ratio of abandoned cultivated land to total land (the
ratio of ACL) and related indexes. One of the most serious problems in Japan’s rural areas is the expansion of
abandoned cultivated lands, which has attracted much attention in relation to other phenomena, such as
population decrease or the development of intensive agriculture. Recently, cultivation abandonment is
accelerating due to the increase in numbers of small-sized farmers (SF) and non-farm households owning
cultivated land or abandoned cultivated land (NF) . This study examines the correlation between the ratio of
ACL and other indexes. The main findings are as follows. First, the geographical pattern of the ratio of ACL is
similar to that of the ratio of SF to total farmers. Second, cultivation abandonment correlates with the increase
in NF at the municipal level. However, there is no correlation between them at the prefectural level. Third, the
ratio of ACL is negatively correlated with farm size and proportion of paddy fields. Fourth, cultivation

abandonment is more serious in hilly and mountain areas compared to the plains.
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