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The Spatial Characteristics of Shared Taxis Service and Demand Buses in Japan

by

Manabu Inoue

This study examines the spatial characteristics of shared taxis and demand buses in Japan. This collected
the research data from documents released by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism,
local government surveys, and our survey.

There are two types of shared taxis: those operating in regions with low population densities and high rates
of aging, and those in regions with high population densities and relatively low rates of aging. The former
involves area service type and demand type operations with changeable routes. Such services provide the
primary means of transportation, which are shared taxis, for residents in these regions. The latter involves both
regular and non-demand type operations, and area service type and demand type operations. Shared taxis are
among the various means of transportation available for people in the community.

As explained above, shared taxis and demand buses have regional variations. Thus, individual
municipalities choose the method most appropriate to their situations. However, the characteristics of shared
taxis are such that an increase in the number of users is not expected as is the case for community buses,

although they must guarantee public transportation for the local community.
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