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A Note on Constructing a Portal Site of Japanese Old Maps

by

Keiji Yano

Since the 2000s, “Historical GIS”, which is a combination of historical geography and geographical
information science, has developed rapidly both in and outside Japan. Behind this trend is the digitalization
and sharing of material in traditional humanities fields such as history and literature, as well as the rapid
development of digital humanities utilizing digital technology. This is especially due to the fact that, while
historical geography, which is focused on historical space, has started to utilize information technology, history
scholars have also begun to carry out research using GIS. The online publication of geospatial information, such
as old maps (including drawings), registers, and statistics, has come to play a significant role in supporting the
academic development of Historical GIS.

However, much of the geospatial information on early modern and modern Japan has not yet been
digitalized or used for GIS creation. For further developing Historical GIS of early modern and modern Japan,
it is necessary to promote the digitalization of geospatial information, mainly old maps, and appropriately use
them for GIS creation and then publish and share them online. In the present research, maps and drawings
made in Japan before WWII will basically be defined as old maps of Japan, and the current status and issues
regarding the digitalization and utilization for GIS creation of those maps will be considered. Furthermore, for
constructing a platform for creating new knowledge through Historical GIS, the present research proposes the
utilization of OldMapsOnline, a global portal site for old maps, and the introduction of a Japanese version of

MapWarper which will enable georeference of old maps, etc. online.
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