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The Relations between the Real-World Pokémon GO Events and the Local Area :
A Study Focusing on the Event Named “Pokémon GO Safari Zone in YOKOSUKA” in 2018

by
Koji Kanda

This paper examines the relations between the new mobilities created by Pokémon GO and the local area,
focusing on a real-world Pokémon GO event. Drawing on theoretical insights gleaned from the ‘mobilities turn’
in the humanities and social sciences, I analyze the new forms of being in, moving through and interacting with
the world that have materialized through the technologically novel and highly dynamic relations of the
smartphone-player- Pokémon GO assemblage. After overviewing the features of the new mobilities created by
Pokémon GO, I turn to questioning the relationship between these mobilities and the local area through
consideration of a real-world Pokémon GO event, especially focusing on the event named “Pokémon GO Safari

Zone in YOKOSUKA” in 2018. As a result, this study describes the diverse and complex relations between the

real-world Pokémon GO event and the local area.
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