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‘Yaeshima’ Entertainment District: A Socio-Spatial Brief History of ‘Bar-area’ (Red Light
District) in the U.S. Military Base-Centered City of Koza, Okinawa

by
Masahiro Kato

This paper is an attempt to draw a brief sketch of a socio-spatial history of red-light district of Koza, a most
famous consumption / entetainment city neighboring Kadena Air Base in Okinawa iland, by focusing on the
instructions of regulation for bar and brothel industries.

The urbanization of Koza was initiated in the early 1950s by the economic growth dependent on U.S.
Military bases. In the 1950s, Koza was started to became known as a town of dissipation and debauchery (wine
and woman) for the U.S. soldiers, and service industries begun to increase as night-life spots through 1960s.

Yaeshima was first entertainment district in post-war Okinawa that had been developed under a clear
spatial-planning. Originally, Yaeshima was waste land on the margin of Koza. In 1950, this place was developed
for the creation of entertainment built-environment. And then, this site gradually transferred to ‘red light
district’. This change provoked a series of hard reaction in the U.S. military base. It is the main factor that
promoted both the strict order of sanitation and the tight control of prostitution. Consequently, Yaeshima had
declined rapidly only for several years.

In the case of Yaeshima as ‘red light district’, this paper examine the very constructed space as genealogy
interwovened with the spatial politics of prostitution, the producted place-image in local society, and the

interventions of the U.S. military occupation powers.
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