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Similarity/Dissimilarity in Interpersonal Cognition

MONDEN Kotaro
HIRAMOTO Takeshi” "

Abstract: The concept of “similarity” means the degree of resemblance between one’s appearance,
attitude, ability, and character etc. and that of another person. Many preceding researches dealing with
similarity report that interpersonal attraction increases proportionately with similarity to the object
person. On the other hand, some researches report that dissimilarity works complementarily in
interpersonal relationships. The effects of similarity/dissimilarity are not the same on all dimensions of
interpersonal cognition, but they are different according to the comparative social desirability and
importance of particular items. We think the differences are derived from the process of both self-
cognition and interpersonal-cognition. The questionnaire is designed to reveal what kinds of variables
are crucial to that hypothesis. It consists of three groups which measure (1) self-concept, (2)
similarity/dissimilarity in ideal friendship, and (3) similarity/dissimilarity in real friendship. Reciprocal
process between self-cognition and interpersonal-cognition evaluated by (1) and (3) is interpreted to
differentiate importance of the items and affective value for others and to lead to ideal similarity/
dissimilarity. The results are considered to show that the importance of basic orientation in one’s
personality and stable self-confidence have relationship with cognition and desire for similarity and also

have effects on interpersonal cognition.

Keywords: interpersonal cognition, similarity, dissimilarity, complementarity
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