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Abstract:

This paper compares Rabindranath Tagore's Nationalism and Sun Yat-sen's The Three
Principles of the People from the point of view of their different understanding of
nationalism in early 20th century. Tagore strongly criticizes the inhuman characteristics
of ‘Nation’, and sees nationalism as the culprit of conflicts among Western ‘Nations’ as
well as their oppression of the East. He exhorts ‘No-nations’ not to imitate the worst
aspect of the West, i.e. the mechanical organization of ‘nation’ and its nationalism. Sun,
for his part, highly praises Western nation state and nationalism, which he regards as
the reason of their strength and power, even though he also criticizes Western
imperialistic invasion of the East. According to Sun, China should follow the Western
model, promote nationalism and build a powerful nation state. It should then pursue
the ‘Way of Right' in the sphere of international relations. These different attitudes
toward nationalism are related to different social ideals. Sun proposes a kind of social
evolutionary history; his social ideal is to establish an all-powerful government to serve
the welfare of the people. Tagore regards human history as a process of ever increasing
human integration, and advocates the spiritual unity of all human beings and a
spontaneous social civilization. In today’s era of globalization when the political system
of modern nation state is increasingly becoming ‘outdated’, Tagore's criticism of

modernity seems more enlightening than Sun’s dogmatic claim of world trend.
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