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Postwar thinking and policymaking concerning what justice might be for
indigenous Australian groups has tended to cluster around two seemingly
opposed positions. Early on, many reformers and activists saw the answer to
indigenous marginalization to lie in their assimilation into the mainstream,
by means of the attainment of a standard of living and education on a par
with non-native Australians. However, driven by rising indigenous activism,
increasing international concern with human rights, and the emergence of
Australian multicultural policy, ideas about the right of indigenous peoples
to maintain particular cultures and lifestyles also became influential. This
paper will examine the influence of these two broad debates on federal
government indigenous policy, and posit alternative future directions.
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