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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to provide a theoretical framework for addressing a
simple, but serious, question which local justice, global justice and generational justice
are commonly faced with and to which they cannot avoid to respond.

1. Definition

Let us denote a collective body which shares certain political and cultural ideas as
“society”. A set of generations which shares certain political and cultural ideas is called
a “social generation”. Then, 1) local justice is defined as the requirement, first, of
securing each and every individual beyond the border of local groups within a society,
second, adjusting the relationship among local groups, 2) global justice is defined as the
requirement, first, of securing each and every individual beyond the border of societies,
second, of adjusting relationship among societies, 3) generational justice is defined as a
requirement, first, of securing each and every individual beyond the border of “social
generations”, second, of adjusting the relationship among “social generations”.

2. The question, purpose and angle of this paper

The following three precepts of justice, originally derived from Aristotle, now seem
widely accepted and part of common sense: distributive justice (merit-based
distribution), corrective justice (compensation for harm) and commutative justice
(exchange between agencies). We can observe that these precepts are often invoked in
institutionalizing unilateral transfers of resources from individuals to individuals,
groups to groups or states to states as systems of right-obligation correspondences.
Indeed, each precept has the possibility to provide reasonable justifications, if it is taken
in an adequately capacious form in both intension and extension (connotation and
denotation) and re-interpreted in its full reach.



Yet, there is a case which cannot be covered by any of these conceptual extensions
or reinterpretations. For example, a person recently arrived in a society that becomes
needy here and now, has no job, no money and no friend can be disregarded under all of
these precepts of justice. Can we devise a system that could provide housing, food,
medical treatment, education, labor opportunities and so on to him now and here where
we live? The purpose of this paper is to inquire into underlying logic and thought which
could support such a system. The beginning of our inquiry is a currently factual
situation: individuals who are committed to diversely diverse groups through
occupations, diseases within the family, experience of social movements tend to come
and go, not necessarily physically, but through the exercise of epistemology or
imagination, across different societies and beyond their borders. This paper takes this
fact as a theoretical presumption and examines its meanings and perspectives.



