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Today, a number of private organizations based in the Philippines assist second-generation
Filipino-Japanese residents of the Philippines to gain legal recognition of their Japanese
parentage, or to acquire Japanese nationality and a Japanese passport, as well as to find
employment in Japan.

Due to the revisions in the Japanese Nationality Law that followed the Supreme Court
decision that parts of the law were unconstitutional in 2008, it became possible for
second-generation Nisei with a Japanese father who had hitherto been unable to claim
Japanese nationality to do so, as many in fact are today.

Organizations helping such Nisei are not limited to those run by eminent local Japanese.
They also include NGOs that have been supporting Nisei born and raised in the Philippines
unrecognized by their Japanese fathers, as well as their Filipina mothers, since the 1990
Immigration Control Law reforms. These organizations help Japanese-Filipino Nisei with
their applications for Japanese citizenship with regard to the Japanese Embassy.

This presentation will review the activities of a number of these organizations, looking at
their makeup and activities, and also touch upon recent trends in the movement of Nisei to
Japan. In particular, | consider the possibilities for transnational social relations to expand
through the development of relationships between the newly arriving Nisei and the networks

connecting Filipinos already settled in Japan with other Filipinos and Japanese.
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