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Land Ownership as the Foundation of the “Essence of the Hanamachi”
in Gion

MATSUDA Yukiko

Abstract:

Gionmachi Minamigawa's landscape is preserved by the Gionmachi Minamigawa Council, which consists of
residents and ochaya (teahouse) managers; the council claims that the “essence of the hanamachi (teahouse
entertainment area)” is the landscape. Based on newspaper reports, a nonprofit organization’s report and
government records, this report analyzes how the essence of the hanamachi originated in land purchases and
district development by the Working Women's Society of Shimogyo Ward. The Gionmachi Minamigawa Council
declares that it is the consensus of the district residents to preserve the place for ochaya to operate their
businesses. The two leading actors in owning and developing the district have been the ochaya managers and
the local community of the machigumi. Even today, the district is owned as common property by the Yasaka
Nyokoba School, an educational corporation which succeeded the Working Women's Society. However, the unity
of the community has tottered, and different residents now find other meanings in the landscape of the district;
nevertheless, the members of the hanamachi are trying to maintain their unity by emphasizing the identity of

Gion as a hanamachi.

Keywords: community, land ownership, consensus, essence of the hanamachi, Gion
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