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The Structure of Support of Disabled Students by Student Supporters
in Higher Education

YASUDA Masayuki

Abstract:

Today, student supporters provide most of the support of disabled students in higher education. This paper
examines the limitations of this dependence on student supporters. The study is based primarily on web pages
of university support services for disabled students, and the author's experience as both a disabled student and
a student supporter. According to the research, university support of disabled students is lacking in both
quantity and quality. In fact, disabled students often choose their courses according not to their needs but to the
availability of student supporters. Disabled students and student supporters share the same cycles of student
life. Consequently, when disabled students need help, other students are often busy, so disabled students cannot
secure stable and sustained support from them. Despite these limitations, universities rely on student
supporters for three reasons: a lack of other supporters, insufficient funds, and administrative convenience.
Indeed, the current structure of support at universities satisfies the needs of the support providers more than
those of the support receivers. Therefore, support services for disabled students in higher education should
receive more public funding, involve paid supporters other than students, and be coordinated properly, either by

the disabled students themselves or a capable coordinator.

Keywords: disabled student, higher education, student supporter, responsibility of support
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