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Red Ideology to Catch a Glimpse of Dark Tourism:
A Case Study of Wenchuan after the Major Earthquake in 2008
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Abstract

This study considers practices of dark tourism during the major earthquake
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that struck Wenchuan in Sichuan province, China, May 11, 2008. The
Wenchuan earthquake is different from previous major earthquakes that
occurred under the wacth of the Chinese Communist Party government. For
the first time, the Chinese Communist Party government allowed the direct
coverage of media in local areas, and received foreign rescue parties. As a
result, Wenchuan has come to be known worldwide. Moreover, the Wenchuan
earthquake is the first major earthquake that promoted tourism development,
and its practice is very interesting. This study considers the practices reflected

by tourism development in earthquake-hit area in Wenchuan.
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