7 — 7 —1) XN
— [ = XA ~NDF LI L—

A Study on Dark Tourism;

Gazing to “Darkness”
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Abstract

In this paper, I will define dark tourism as “the act of travel to sites
associated with death and suffering”, and classify it into three categories such
as 1) tour to sites associated with death and suffering caused by human
beings, 2) tour to sites associated with death and suffering caused by nature,
3) tour to sites associated with death and suffering caused by mixture of
human beings and nature. Second, I will separete “dark tourism as concept”
from “dark tourism as phenomenon”, and indicate that “dark tourism as
concept” is much important than “dark tourism as phenomenon”. By installing
“dark tourism as concept” into regions, we will be able to change even death
and suffering into new resources of tourism. However, sites associated with
death and suffering cannot be objects of dark tourism, unless those who are
concerned in tourism in the region construct the sites as “darksites to be
toured”. In this sense, politics in locality is very important in creating tourist
gaze for darkness. In the last, I will consider the meaning of dark tourim in

modern society by using concept “death drive” in Freudian psychoanalysis.
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