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Darkness of Amusement:
Dark Tourist Experience and an Attractiveness of Dark Tourism in
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Abstract

Although dark tourism has become notable as a new subject in the field of
the tourism studies, there is no commonly accepted exact definition of it. The
term “dark tourism” is loosely understood as travels associated with deaths
and/or sufferings of people.The aim of this paper is to delve deeper into
“darkness” of dark tourism.

According to such a common understanding about dark tourism, “darkness”
of dark tourism seems to be attributed to tourist attractions characterized by
death and suffering. “Darkness” in this sense can be called “darkness of
object.” This paper focuses on another aspect of “darkness,” which can be
called “darkness of amusement.” In general, dark tourists more or less derive a
covert amusement from stories and visual images of others’ tragedies. This
paper examines the experiences of tourists visiting the several disaster
memorial parks and museums in Japan and Thailand so as to understand their

amusement and an obvious but unspoken attractiveness of dark tourism.
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TR ORI T LD TIER VI ITE L2, FEHITI S 2013 FE DG
. BBETLIRFEDORAY T4 =T —0O—BE LTI2HDFEEE-> T
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CHIDO D &1, HARBFOEEIC L ) RSN KRB EWAECTH 5
(72720 L 7TRETO ) B HRIMTBRAR=-ZIF 2H~4B0H), 2
OWWEEIL, 2002 4 3 HICBHE L7225, BE2LS 20 ESBEL) ETLHH
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DO E#IZ, BOCAIASEH 3 205 1 O HUOE A S RN B 728D 37T
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WESERMICERT HMERLORFED, HIZT5Z LA TE, ¥4
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Bl DAL L 20D THE SNZZBB I L > THANLDLOITHE 20
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FEIBEH 2 iAT IR A b ORFETH 5 [TripAdvisor] (2015) 12815,
ATy 7 EMADRRANOHERL 2 —%2 KL TAD L, FEEHITLDE
FLOBIZIE, I cidiwvwi 972 (£1), [TripAdvisor] Tid, —
BeOBOLEDH & OFEE L KA IOV T, 5 DRICK Bl LE 2 —D
MEZRMTE %50 20154 6 A 17 HHAED [TripAdvisor | ¥4 MIBW T,
#4F v 7@ [International Tsunami Museum ] GRUADRAE S 786 B
FUEBEZIET) & B E2—H566 fF0 ) B, 123 £ [Excellent ]
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W28 THD (40%)o NF T v 7 DFEFE~NDHFN R L E 2 —-0% it
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R LR R %, SHMIiL Cwbo F/2, BB RKREESAE L2208
WD EDESRE BFTOEIEN) ICERT SR Hoo FOHIKWER
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#F 1 [TripAdvisor] 7 1 744 b EICH T 5 FFMIRTRE

International Tsunami | Disaster Reduction and Hiroshima Peace
Museum Human Renovation Memorial Museum
Institution
Excellent 123 (21.7%) 28 (40%) 1504 (74.9%)
Very good 178 (31.4%) 31 (44.3%) 415 (20.7%)
Average 188 (33.2%) 6 (8.6%) 72 (3.6%)
Poor 59 (10.6%) 4 (5.7%) 15 (0.07%)
Terrible 18 (0.31%) 1 (0.14%) 3 (0.01%)
Total 566 70 2009

Hi  TripAdvisor (2015)

Yy =DV 2 —FHliO % I2iE. [RE AR SERE (DUF, B
R | #FEAVICH L, 2550139 PENICENRZBRTHN Sl
EDSE NV ERRD DD -7z, 2Ty HRIKEEICHB T A HE% Tl 2w

v BBEREEA, [ L < [MripAdvisor] 12H > TE I /b TV DL 0%,
%%Lfﬁ:ooW@MMmﬂmﬁmvE;—ﬁi HWEDX Y% —0 30
BV 2009 FICHEL TV D (ZLTCZOHRMA DL DI HARFESH 72
kﬁ%”%ﬂ@o%%?Ngi\iﬁlﬁbfﬁwﬂﬁﬁﬁx%hfw%
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WeHBETNAE LTCZORBREIIT 22 LD, LTI TRIBRE
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N7z B, BIRAR—ZOBBUIEREREEDIZ ) HYRE W25, /N
BB MOy 7 —1lH-TTH, —EOHMTETE AR TOEmL
WKEOEHSRE SN TS, L7z T, [TripAdvisor ] 1281 % ##fi
WZHAECBIb Iz, BB D Djifiik T 5 BUGRRER~ O L D 213,
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