BRBICOMTFHRDO 0T — 7Y —) AL ZMEDT 5

On the Position of Dark Tourism in the Current

of Contemporary Tourism
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Abstract

A recent focus has been placed on “dark tourism,” seen as an attractive new
form of tourism that changes an experience of “romanticism” to one of
“Otherness.” However, the mode of dark tourism being undertaken nowadays
has scarcely been submitted to academic historic investigation in tourism
trends. We find the position of dark tourism at the point at which tourism
moves out of the authoritarian category of touristic places of scenic and
historic interest. Dark tourism is now liberated from a “grand narrative” and
becomes a type of postmodern tourism that seeks a fictional tourism
representation. Among postmodern types of tourism, the characteristic of dark
tourism is an experiential tourism whose theme is a “raw reality,” a mixture of
artificial “representation,” and “reality” with complexity. Dark tourism, on the
one hand, tries to invade from the front region to the back, brings a new point
of view to tourists, and a new union with people by re-introducing us to the
complexity, the multiplicity, and the Otherness, once excluded from touristic
society. On the other hand, if it is reduced to the consumption of fiction or

propaganda, it may spoil peoples’ active participation for “Otherness.”

F—U—VF:F—2r V=0 Xh, LFEOHE, MHE, BEHEE. PR HE
Key words : dark tourism, raw reality, otherness, complexity, exclusion,

consumption
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