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The current status of the Chinese community and the Chinese

Freemasons (Chinese secret societies) in Vancouver
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Abstract

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada is home to many residents of Chinese
descent even by North American standards, and in Metro Vancouver overall,
they are believed to account for 25 percent of the population. The area’s
Chinese community is characterized by a high proportion of people of
Guangdongese and Hongkonger descent whose mother tongue is Cantonese,
and also by the formation of three categories of immigrants according to the
period of immigration and their cultural background, namely the Old Huaqiao
(Rokakyad) first-generation immigrants from the 19" century onwards,
Hongkonger immigrants from the end of the 20" century, and mainland
Chinese from the 21 century onwards. The secret society of the Tiandihui
(Hongmen) is a mutual aid organization of Chinese people that was formed in
the mid-Qing dynasty in southern China and spread from Guangdong Province
to Chinese communities worldwide following the emigration fervor after the
Opium Wars. Canada was no exception, and the organization still exists today
having taken root in Chinese communities across Canada with a focus in
Vancouver. This paper outlines the transition in Canada’s Chinese communities
from the 19" century to the contemporary period for which there is not an
extensive corpus of previous studies; it discusses the history and current
situation of the Tiandihui in Canada based on Chinese language materials and

interviews conducted in the area.
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B O ZIEBIZEAT - BET NV —TF (b L BT HSEBEO IV —T) %
PEELCWb, HE V7 v o= 7 —OitM S B oI THMAE S ]
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