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Abstract

Indonesia is rich in tourism attractions ranging from ethnic folklores to tropi-
cal forest trekking which fascinate tourists from abroad. The government has
promoted tourism to accelerate the economic development and to achieve the
national integration.

Since the late 1990s, however, Indonesia has been annoyed with continuing
social disorder brought about by a series of political and economic disturbances
and repeated natural disasters. The unstable social conditions severely reflect
the international tourism in the apparent decline of in-coming foreign tourists.

Yogyakarta and its vicinity in Java, with a wide variety of historical, cultural
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and natural attractions being concentrated, is the region where tourism is one of
the major sources of income. In the morning of May 27th, 2006, a severe earth-
quake struck this area and resulted in enormous human and material losses.
Tourism also suffered serious damages. What impact has the disaster left on
locals, especially those who live barely on international tourism as petty souvenir
vendors, guides, heritage park workers?

This paper will outline the development of tourism in Indonesia and note some
observations in the field trip I made in central Java in August, 2006, three
months after the earthquake.

Key words : world heritage, earthquake, enclosed tourism space, central Java
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