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Region and Filipino Migrant Workers
With Special Reference to Singapore
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Abstract

After colonizing the Philippines, the United States did not make any
attempts to promote indigenous industries in the country. However, a
number of American multinational firms had invested in the Philippines
since its independence. As a result, the Philippines led the industrialization
of Southeast Asia in the 1960s. Further, the Philippines tried to develop its
capital region, which was regarded as an industrialization base for the
country, by referring to the urban planning and metropolitan policies of the
United States.

At this time, the driving force behind urban formation in the Philippines’
metropolitan area (Metro Manila) was different from that in the
metropolitan areas of other Southeast Asian nations. Private capital and
industrial conglomerates played a crucial role in creating major urban
infrastructures in Metro Manila, whereas the government and public sector
were more important for urban formation in Singapore and Malaysia.

The United States has accepted a number of Filipino migrants as
workers from its former colony, and this policy might have been related to
an increase in foreign works in the Philippines. Further, the job
opportunities in the United States might have led to a continuous increase
in the number of Filipinos migrating to countries other than the United
States . If the labor market in Metro Manila was larger, the number of
workers who migrated to work in foreign countries might have been
considerably smaller. On the other hand, Singapore experienced remarkable
economic growth after its independence, and it suffered from a labor

shortage. Thus, a large number of domestic workers migrated from the
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