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Homestay Program in Malaysia and Tourism
A Case of Homestay Program in Teluk Bahang of Penang Island
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Abstract
In Japan the term homestay and its practice has prevailed since
1980s. Recently, homestay programs for fees have been regarded as a
means of economic development and been promoted in the developing
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countries. Especially those homestay programs among the ethnic minorities
and rural villages often contribute economically not only for the host
families but for the community as a whole. This is the content of the so-
called pro-poor tourism and is referred as a community-based-tourism.
This paper aims to examine how a homestay program functions as a
community-based-tourism and whether it can be a sustainable tourism,
using a case of homestay program in the northwestern Penang Island of

Malaysia.
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