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Homestay Program as a Community-Based Tourism:

A Case of Sinician Village of Kundasang, Sabah, Malaysia
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the present setting of the home-stay project
based on the community-based tourism of a village in Sabah, Malaysia, and
how this project has benefited some aspects of the host families and the
community in which they live. In addition, this article examines the
experiences of the guests at the houses of the host families by analyzing
the notes taken by them. This fieldwork was carried out in the spring of
2011.

Some positive effects resulted from the home-stay project. First, families
earned a relatively high income for participating in the project. Second, the
project raised the status of females in the community and strengthened
women's self-esteem. Third, the project created a work environment
within the community and reduced outmigration by the males. Fourth, the
village improved its infrastructure by building roads, a community hall,
public toilets, street lights, and so on, through the state government's
support. In fact, the improvement of the infrastructure proved beneficial
also for those who did not participate in the project.

However, it is still unclear how the community members who did not
participate perceived the project. It is possible that many households are

willing to participate in the home-stay project. Thus, the next assignment
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should examine the opinion of such people about the project.
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Kota Belud
The CAN Holiday Melangkap Homestay, ~
3 Products Festival Kota Belud 20114 4 §3-4 2004
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