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Standardized “Wandering”
The Formation Process of Guesthouses for

Japanese Travelers in Kathmandu, Nepal
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Abstract

The objective of this article is to elucidate the formation process of
guesthouses for Japanese travelers in the Thamel district of Kathmandu,
Nepal. In doing so, this paper aims to clarify the mechanisms by which
backpacking, in which people have found their raison d’étre by daring to
travel on routes that other travelers do not pursue, has transformed itself
into a kind of mass tourism, in which everyone follows the same routes,
stays in the same guesthouses, and consumes the same travel experiences.

In order to so, I first explain in Chapter 1 why we need to consider this
problem at this time, and in Chapter 2, I provide an overview of previous
literature on the subject.

In Chapter 3, I note that “backpackers’ towns” have formed throughout
the world as bases for backpacking across the globe. In particular, I focus
on the formation process of the backpackers’ town in Thamel district,
which has changed dramatically under the influence of globalization.

In Chapter 4, I use the travel experiences that Japanese backpackers

staying in the Thamel district talk about and my own observations of their
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everyday lives in Thamel to reconstruct the kinds of travel that they are
actually pursuing in order to examine the details of the modern-day
backpacking

In Chapter 5, I analyze the guidebooks that are tremendously popular
among Japanese backpackers to find out how they decide on their
guesthouses. In Chapters 6 and 7, I reconstruct the transitions that a
certain guesthouse for Japanese travelers has undergone from its origins to
the present day in terms of how the people living in the local community
live their everyday lives.

My conclusions are in Chapter 8. I point out that modern backpacking
has been transformed into mass tourism through the interactions of
Japanese backpackers and the people who live in the local community.
Furthermore, I also look at the contemporary raison d'étre of backpacking,
which is in the process of such structuralization, from a perspective

different from that of previous research.
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