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He heard her with mild superiority, smiled, and said she
did not know. Women jumped to conclusions at the first
touch of feeling: men must look at a thing all round,
then make a decision — nothing hasty and impetuous —
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careful, long-thought-out, correct decisions. Women
could not be expected to understand these things,
business was not for them; in fact, their mission was
above business — etc., etc. (125-6)
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“I canna manage 'em, | canna,” said the mother
mournfully. “They growin’ beyont me — [ dunna know
what ter do wi'em. An’ niver a’ ‘and does ‘e lift ter ‘elp
me — no — ‘e cares not a thing for me — not a thing -
nowt but makes a mock an’  a sludge o’ me.” (134)
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“He[Annable] — he nearly stunned me,” he [George)

said.
“The devil!” 1 answered.
“I wasn't ready.”
“No.”
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“Did he knock me down?”

“Ay — me too.”

He was silent for some time, sitting limply.

“Come on,” 1 said “let's see if we can't get
indoors.”

“No!" he said quickly
don't let them know.”

“we needn't tell them —

“Am1,” hesaid “covered with clay and stuff?”

“Not much,” I replied, troubled by the shame and
confusion with which he spoke.

“Get it off,” he said, standing still to be cleaned.

.....

“Don’t — you won't say anything?” he asked as [

was leaving him.
“No.”
“Nothing at all — Not to anybody?”
“No.”
“Good night.” (62-63, W ILTH)
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You should have had the courage to risk yourself —
you're always too careful of yourself and your own poor
feelings — you never could brace yourself up to a
shower-bath of contempt and hard usage, so you've
saved your feelings and lost — not much, I suppose —
you couldn’t.

(195)
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He was exceedingly manly: that is to say he did not
dream of questioning or analysing anything. All that
came his way was ready labelled nice or nasty, good or
bad. He did not imagine that anything could be other
than just what it appeared to be, — and with this
appearance, he was quite content. (308)
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[ couldn't helpit. ....

I have been brought up to expect it — everybody
expected it —and you're bound to do what people
expect you to do — you can't help it. We can’t help
ourselves, we're all chess-men. (120)
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“You don’t know what it is to have the pride of a body
like mine. But she wouldn't have children - no, she
wouldn't — said she daren’t. That was the root of the
difference at first. But she cooled down; and if you don’t
know the pride of my body, you'd never know my
humiliation. I tried to remonstrate — and she looked
simply astounded at my cheek. I never got over that
amazement.

“She began to get souly. A poet got hold of her, and
she began to affect Burne-Jones — or Waterhouse - it
was Waterhouse — she was a lot like one of his
women — ‘Lady of Shalott’, I believe. At any rate, she
got souly, and I was her animal — son animal — son
beeuf. I put up with that for above a year. Then I got
some servant's clothes and went.

(150-51)
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The turn of the century brought an important change in
attitudes towards women's role as mothers: a
strengthening ideology of motherhood, accompanied by
changes in theories of sexual difference, resulted in a
shift in emphasis away from the negative constraints
imposed by female biology towards the importance of
healthy and intelligent motherhood to an imperial
nation. **
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