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Abstract

“iu” (say) and “omou” (think) are basic words of Japanese. In this paper, I examine forms and
usages of compound words consisting of “i#” and “omou”. First I discuss how “iu” is used in
introducing quotations. By examining quotations with and without quotation marks, it is found that
the quotation marks are essential for determining whether or not the quotations are spoken or
thought in practice, but in the quotations (utterances) without quotation marks, it is not clear
whether the utterances are spoken or thought in practice. In general, the basic function of
“to-omou” is defined as showing the speaker’s unreliable information. The compound words
consisting of “to-iu”, and “to-omou” are shown to express various meanings other than simple

quotations.
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