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Abstract

Subordinate clause “foki” is a grammatical item treated at the beginning of Japanese study, but
the differences among “toki ni” , “toki wa” and “toki ni wa” including “toki” are hard to explain
sufficiently. Therefore, even advanced Japanese learners may not be able to use them appropriately.

This paper offers the characteristics of the subordinate clause “foki ni”, having state predicate in
the main clause. The results show that frequent use of “toki ni” as a state predicate depends on
factors such as mental attitude and the subjects in the main clause are different from the subjects in

subordinate clause in case that the state predicates don't include mental attitude.

Keywords : Subordinate Clauses, Toki ni , State Predicate , Mental Attitude , Different Subject
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