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Abstract

Late Imperial China (#2357 Bt [#) is a period rich in rituals (L) codifying most of people’s acts.
This paper considers the intellectuals’ (d:k %) discourses on the wedding ceremony in Song
China (RfCH[#) . At that time, many intellectuals discussed and studied historical evidences and
practices concerning rituals. Among them, the wedding ceremony stood as the most particular and
important one since it brought two unrelated families together. Throughout the wedding ceremony,
two families could strengthen their economic, political, and social ties, as well as extend the
network of the clan.

I first look into the early sources and then focus on the official history and the discourse about
the wedding ceremony in Song China. Finally, I compare and examine three intellectuals: Sima
Guang (7]}5%), Cheng Yi (F2#f), Zhu Xi (&%), who attempted, through their comments, to

establish a model of what true family should be in Song China.
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