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Abstract

It is well known that Mori Arimasa (1911-1976), Japanese philosopher who lived more than 25
years in France, developed his thought around the concept of « experience ». It is also very clear
that his “experience” do not refer directly to any concept of “experience” that have crossed the
history of philosophy. In this paper, we will present the influences, Japanese and French, behind his
own understanding and description of “experience”. There will be three on both sides: Nishida
Kitaro, Watsuji Tetsuro and Nakane Chie on one side, Henri Bergson, Blaise Pascal and René
Descartes on the other. By doing so, we would like to show how the original creation that is the
opposition between “keiken” and “taiken” in Mori Arimasa’s philosophy takes its roots equally

deeply in Japanese and French cultures.
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