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Resumé

As Japanese speakers use different voices depending on where they are and for what purpose
they speak, it can be said that human voice plays a very unique role in Japanese culture.
Intentionally changing one’s voice and imitating voices is especially elaborate in Japanese
performing arts.

In everyday life as well there are many unique ways of using one’s voice, for example soliciting
calls of salespersons and announcements in railway stations and trains. The speakers create special
business characters and roles, and their voice differ from their natural voices. Japanese women
often use high-pitched voices to demonstrate politeness and/or femininity.

There is also a remarkable omnipresence of voices, as the speeches of politicians and voices of
vendors are transmitted by speakers in public spaces.

Literary works and etiquette books from ancient to modern times can provide a better
understandig of stereotypes, ideals and the cultural background of the use of loud vs. small voice

and high-pitched vs. low-pitched voice.
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