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EU Audiovisual Media Policy and Public Broadcasting

"between culture and commerce"

YASUE, Noriko

This article examines the audiovisual media policy of the EU, focusing on the "media
pluralism" in relation with the roles of public broadcasting in the era of new media.

The EU adopted the "Television without Frontier Directive" in 1989 which permitted
transmission of TV broadcasting to other member states on the ground of free movement of
service. In 2007, this directive was modified to "Audiovisual Media Service Directive"
regulating not only TV broadcasting but also other audiovisual contents via new media as
internet and mobile-phone.

The EU audiovisual media has two aspects; culture and commerce. On the one hand it
refers to "service" in the market economy ruled by EU competition law. On the other hand,
media has cultural and social aspects which deeply relate to the democracy, public opinion
and identity. For this reason, the EU emphasizes the importance of "media pluralism" and
admits the state compensation to the public broadcasting as exception to the EU

competition law under certain conditions.

Keywords : European Union, Audiovisual Media, Public Broadcasting, Cultural Policy,
Media Pluralism
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