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Understanding of Asia by Students of Commercial College under the Old System
— A Case Study of Taihoku Commercial College —

Kaori Yokoi*

Abstract

Using the Taihoku [Taipeil Commercial College as a case study, this paper examines
the investigative function played by the pre-war high school. The Taihoku Commercial
Collegel was founded in 1919. For 22 years from 1921 [From 1921 to 1922], third year
students conducted 48 overseas research trips. At the same time, first and second year
students conducted field trips to commercial enterprises and historical sites around Taiwan
as advance investigative training. Students who took part in these research trips
articulated their findings in a variety of forms, such as report meetings, public lectures,
travel diaries, and articles. On graduation, more than half of the students chose Taiwan or
“Nanshi-Nanyo” as the place of employment. Some became directly involved in research
projects for the Taiwan Government-General or the Bank of Taiwan.

In other words, the research activities of the Taihoku Commercial College were based
on overseas field trips and investigative trips within Taiwan, on learning the basics of
investigative research through such field studies, students became involved in and
contributed to the management of Taiwan by the Taiwan Government-General and to

investigative research in Asia.
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Taihoku Commercial College, Researching Asia, Overseas Study Trips, “Nanshi-Nanyo”
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