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The Rift of China-Burma Ties and the Chinese Community in Burma :

the Beginning of the Assimilation Era

Fan Hongwei*, Jin Xiangdong™*

Abstract

An anti-Chinese riot happened in Rangoon on June 26, 1967 because the Cultural
Revolution in Communist China had spilled over into Burma. Ne Win used the incident to
distract the people’s dissatisfaction with the Burmese military regime and mitigate the
crisis of its political legitimacy. The Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) uniting of
expatriate Chinese in Burma, the actions of some pro-Beijing Chinese, and an anti-Chinese
international environment were objective causes for the anti-Chinese riot. It resulted in
expatriate Chinese dead and economic loss in Burma. Because their living conditions
worsened, many expatriate Chinese re-migrated. The anti-Chinese riot forced Chinese to
expedite naturalization and assimilation, which allowed them to conceal their self-identity.
The incident gave them experience and taught them how to protect their interests. In this
way, the anti-Chinese riot in 1967 functioned to accelerate the change from Chinese

national into Burmese citizen.
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