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The Modern Publishing Industry: The Kaiming Bookstore

Hirotoshi Kinukawa *

Abstract

This paper investigates the causes behind the success of two persons, Suofei and Xu
Tiaofu, in charge of the publication section of Kaiming Bookstore, a typical publisher in
present age of China. In the publishing industry, the modernization of each of the three
sections of management, editing, and publication is required. The importance of the roles
of Zhang Xichen as a manager, and Xia Mianzun and Ye Shengtao as editors, in the
Kaiming Bookstore has been noted. However Suofei and Xu Tiaofu have developed the
publication section. Suofei has been forgotten in the People’s Republic of China, because he
moved to Taiwan after World War II. Suofei played an important role in the Kaiming
Bookstore before the First Shanghai Incident. Xu Tiaofu performed an important role in
the development of Kaiming Bookstore after the First Shanghai Incident.

This paper reveals the close relationship between editor and writer which developed
in the space of creative literature that was Kaiming Bookstore. The editor-writer
relationship supported the “modern publishing industry” which enjoyed prosperity in the
1930s in China.

Keywords
Kaiming Bookstore, Suofei, Xu Tiaofu, Modern publishing industry, History of the
Republic of China
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