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INOUE Kaoru’s Creation of an Informal Diplomatic Stage

— An examination of the foundation process of the Rokumeikan —

Lee Chi-chang *

Abstract

The Rokumeikan, a western style building which was constructed in 1883, became an
important venue in which the Meiji government carried out modernization policies. Due to
its importance in the politics and culture of the Meiji period, the Rokumeikan has
attracted not a few scholars’ attention. However, their attention has mainly rested on the
role of this building. This paper focuses on its foundation process, which has been
neglected by previous researches. The reasons are as follows. First, there were a series of
changes during the process from the Meiji government’s decision to construct this building
to its final completion. Second, the figure who played a leading role in completing the
building was Inoue Kaoru and his expectations for this building heavily influenced its
character and function. This paper is composed of three parts. The first part deals with the
problems of accommodating foreign VIP guests in the early Meiji period. The second part
describes the construction process of the Rokumeikan. The third part examines the
relationship between the Rokumeikan and the Tokyo Club. Through this investigation,
this paper not only helps readers to understand more clearly the role of this building after
its foundation, but also, and more importantly, explains Inoue’s real purpose in

constructing the Rokumeikan and the significance of this building in terms of diplomacy.

Keywords
Rokumeikan, Modernization Policies, INOUE Kaoru, Diplomacy in the early Meiji era, the
Tokyo Club
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