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The Formation of Tourist Culture in the Theatre Hotel

Yufu Iguchi *, Mari Kondo **

Abstract

This paper explores relations between the development of the global tourist industry
and the formation of culture in developing countries by investigating strategies and
practices of 5 resort hotels in Indonesia. It suggests that the cultural apparatus of a
“theatre hotel” emerges in tourist sectors of developing countries and that this apparatus
generates new culture through contacts between guests and hosts. The paper explores the
formation of culture both on the stage and the backstage of these theatre hotels. It is
based on research at five resort hotels in Indonesia over a one-week period in February
2006, during which intensive interviews were conducted, including those with the regional
director, general managers, officers, workers, labor union officers, family members of
workers, and villagers during the visit. In the theatre hotel a guest obtains his or her new
identity through performing as a main protagonist of a drama in paradise according to a
life-style plot provided by the hotel. On the other hand, the theatre hotel functions as an
apparatus where managers, employees and villagers become “disciplined clues,” following
Foucault and Geertz, in the sense that they subjectively produce a tourist paradise. The
theatre hotel rearranges “traditional” concepts such as “family” and “caste” in a modern

manner and employs them to operate as an apparatus of tourist paradise.

Keywords

Culture, Identity, Tourism, Indonesia, Bali, Tradition

Correspondence to : Yufu Iguchi

Associate Professor, College of Asia Pacific Studies, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
1-1 Jumonjibaru, Beppu, Oita 874-8577 Japan

E-mail : yufuig@apu.ac.jp

Correspondence to : Mari Kondo

Professor, Doshisha Business School

Karasuma Higashi-iru Imadegawa, Kamigyo-ku, Kyoto, 602-8580 Japan



	査読論文
	井口　由布＊・近藤　まり
	劇場ホテルにおける観光文化の形成― インドネシアにおけるリゾートホテルの調査をとおして ―

