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Reconsideration of Early Meiji Government’s Infrastructure Policy
at the Period of Restoration.

Masashi Ugai *

Abstract

After The Meiji Restoration, Japan carried out policy of modernization, and
industrialization is said to have been achieved. However, Meiji Government’s policy such
as infrastructure project was neglected. Since the 1970s, these trends have been improved
substantially, with the development of research on governmental policy of infrastructure
projects. The study was also conducted on railways and telegraph. However, research has
revealed that such a situation and infrastructure project were considered by the Meiji
Government, we have not always accurately understood international economic
environments for Meiji Government during the period of Restoration. There is also a
problem of too much emphasis on nationalism of policymakers and bureaucrats who
promoted the governmental infrastructure project. But the international economic
environment surrounding Japan’s Bakumatsu period and early Meiji period, which shall
be the policy statement largely of the Meiji Government, is something you can never
underestimate. Japan called on the international community while at the time it said
something about the early Meiji Period for the construction of infrastructure projects of
railway, international telegraph, overseas postal system, Japan’s sea surveying and
lighthouse construction. Consequently after The Iwakura Mission visiting America and
Europe, the Home Office policy of encouragement of new industry in mind and fostering
domestic industry, I argue that infrastructure projects above-mentioned were being

deployed under the international economic environment of the Meiji Government.

Keywords
Modernization Policy. Infrastructure and Investigation Policy. International economic
environment. Economic bureaucrat. Ministry of Industry. Ministry of Home Affairs. Hired

Foreigners of Meiji Government.
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